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Recommended English Book Titles by English Department since 2010 

2010 Recommended English book titles 

Year Book Title Author Recommendation Recommended by 

2010 Alvin Ho 

 

Lenore Look Alvin, a grade-two student, is allergic to girls, going to school 

and other scary stuff. He is also well-prepared with his PDK-

Personal Disaster Kit for the new school term. Do you want to 

know how he survives in the school and at home? He is going to 

tell you how he plays tricks on classmates and even teachers. 

What a pity! He is a victim and laughed and joked by others. 

Remember his name – Alvin Ho, a kind and energetic boy. He 

may be the one sitting next to you or even he tells your own 

story. 

Mr Lai Chi Yuen 

2010 Hachiko Waits 

 

Leslea 

Newman 

It is a book which is both profoundly sad and hopeful at the 

same time. When the world needs such a story, Hachiko Waits 

shows us the very best in life: loyalty, devotion, our ability to 

love, to nurture, to care for someone other than ourselves – all 

taught by a beloved, intelligent, and heroic dog. The voice and 

the art are authentically Japanese, though the heart of the book 

and its meanings cross all cultures. 

Miss Lam Siu Yau 

2010 Once Morris 

Gleitzman 

Once I escaped from an orphanage to find Mum and Dad. Once 

I saved a girl called Zelda  

from a burning house. Once I made a Nazi with  

Miss Ngai Cho Fong 
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toothache laugh. 

2010 The Diary of Ma Yan 

 

Ma Yan In a drought-stricken corner of rural China, an education can be 

the difference between a life if crushing poverty and the chance 

for a better future. But for Ma Yan, money is scarce, and the low 

wages paid for backbreaking work aren’t always enough to pay 

school fees… or even to provide enough food for herself and her 

family. 

Ma Yan’s heart-wrenching, honest diary chronicles her struggle 

to escape hardship through her persistent, sometimes 

desperate, attempts to continue her schooling. Its publication 

was an international sensation, creating an outpouring of 

support for this courageous teenager and others like her… all 

due to one ordinary girl’s extraordinary diary. 

Miss Ngai Cho Fong 

2010 FANTASTIC MR FOX Roald Dahl In the hole lived Mr. Fox and Mrs. Fox and their four small Foxes. 

Mr. Fox needed to feed his family so he was always stealing 

chickens, ducks and geese from the three farms close by. The 

three farmers hated the fox and were determined to catch him 

Mr. Stephen Whittaker 
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and kill him and his family. 

So Mr. Fox and his family are now in danger and Mr. Fox has to 

save them. 

“How will they kill us, mummy?…Will they use dogs?” Mrs. Fox 

began to cry. Then Mr. Fox looked at his four small children…and 

said…I have an idea =] 

This wonderful story is about how Mr. Fox cleverly manages to 

save his family from death. 

*It is a simple but touching story – It is easy to read and yet it is 

NOT childish.* 

If you want a story that will make you laugh sometimes and make 

you cry at other times but keep you excited all the time, then ‘The 

Fantastic Mr. Fox’ is the book for you. 

2010 Leonardo da Vinci 

 

Mary Pope 

Osborne 

For junior students who like Science, Art, History or just love 

finding things out. This is a non fiction book but reader friendly. 

Leonardo da Vinci was one of the most amazing men to ever live. 

He was a genius. Even though he lived over 500 years ago, his 

ideas have an influence today. 

He was an amazing thinker and creator at a time when life was 

not easy. There were no phones, computers, cars, televisions and 

even electricity. 

This little book is full of drawings and pictures and simple 

explanations of his amazing life and discoveries. 

This book is a research guide-book - that means it guides you 

Mr. Stephen Whittaker 
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through as you read, by explaining difficult words and giving 

simple definitions. 

2010 The Chocolate War  

 

Robert 

Cormier 

Jerry Renault is pondering the question on the poster in his 

locker: Do I dare disturb the universe? 

Refusing to sell chocolates in the annual Trinity School fund-

raiser may not seem like a radical thing to do. But when Jerry 

challenges a secret school society called The Vigils, his defiant act 

turns into an all-out war. Now the only question is: Who will 

survive? 

 

2010 An Inconvenient Truth- 

Al Gore 

 

Al Gore We are facing a climate crisis, one that may seem to be 

happening slowly but is actually happening very quickly. If we 

don’t recognize that this is a real crisis and take action, then the 

consequences will only get worse. The threat of extinction to 

endangered species such as polar bears would increase.  Water 

levels could rise so much that millions of people would be 

permanently flooded out of their homes. More powerful and 

destructive storms would happen frequently. And that’s just the 

beginning of how the Earth could change forever. 

But the good news is we have knowledge and the ability to solve 

this crisis. The choice to put a stop to global warming is ours. 

Miss Lo Yuen Ling 

2010 The Tale of Despereaux Jamie 

Michalak 

Meet Roscuro, a rat who used to sail the seas. While visiting the 

Kingdom of Dor, he accidentally frightened the queen and was 
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chased by the palace guards into the darkness of the dungeon. 

Enter Despereaux, a very small mouse with exceptionally large 

ears. He doesn’t follow the mouse rules: he doesn’t cower and 

won’t scurry. He isn’t even afraid of mousetraps. Indeed, stealing 

cheese from them is his favorite sport. And instead of eating 

books, like the other mice, he reads them! 

2010 Enchanted 

 

Disney Happily ever after…..with a twist! 

Giselle believes that fairy tales do come true….after all, she lives 

in the magical world of Andalasia. So when she finds herself 

dropped – quite literally – into the arms of the dashing and 

handsome Prince Edward, Giselle is convinced that she is only 

moments away from her perfect ending. 

Then Giselle takes a tumble down a well and lands on the mean 

streets of Manhattan. With reality setting in, her dreams of 

happily ever after seem very far away – until she meets a cynical 

lawyer and, together, they discover that the real world can be 

magical, too. 

Mr Lai Chung Hau 

2010 The Pact Jodi Picoult Until the phone calls came at three o’clock on a November 

morning, the Golds and their neighbours, the Hartes, had been 

inseparable. It was no surprise to anyone when their teenage 

children, Chris and Emily, began showing signs that their 

relationship was moving beyond that of lifelong friends. But now 

Miss Tse Yuen Ting 
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seventeen-year-old Emily is dead – shot with a gun her beloved 

and devoted Chris pilfered from his father’s cabinet as part of an 

apparent suicide pact – leaving two devastated families stranded 

in the dark and dense predawn, desperate for answers about an 

unthinkable act and the children they never really knew. 

2010 Coraline 

 

Neil Gaiman When CORALINE explores her new home, she steps through a 

door and into another house just like her own… except that it’s 

different. It’s a marvelous adventure until Coraline discovers that 

there’s also another mother and another father in the house. 

They want Coraline to stay with them and be their little girl. They 

want to keep her forever! Coraline must use all of her wits and 

every ounce of courage in order to save herself and return home. 

Miss Fung Hiu Ling 

2010 Magic Tree: Ghosts Mary Pope 

Osborne 

It’s a NEW kind of adventure for Jack and Annie! Join them as 

they research ghosts and find out the facts behind the fiction! 

Miss Cheng Mei Yee 
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2010 Mrs. Yonkers is Bonkers 

– My Weird School 

 

Dam Gutman Mrs. Yonkers, the computer teacher, is the nerdiest teacher in the 

history of the world. She can type with her feet! She buys foam 

cheeseheads off eBay! She even puts a webcam on a turtle! Is 

she trying to take over the world? 

Miss Hou Nim Hang 

2010 Mao's Last Dancer 

 

Li Cunxin ‘My dear son’ this is your lucky chance to escape from the cruel 

world! Go, go and do something special with your life! 

In a desperately poor village in north-east China, a small boy is 

randomly chosen to study ballet at the Beijing Dance Academy. 

Scared and lonely, Li hates the strict training routines and the 

strange place he is sent to, yet he’s determined to succeed. With 

enormous self-discipline and hard work, Li strives to reach his 

goal and become a world-famous ballet star. 

Miss Kwok Lai Kwan 
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2010 Diary of Wimpy Kid 

  

Jeff Kinney As Greg enters the new school year, he’s eager to put the past 

three months behind … and one event in particular. 

Unfortunately for Greg, his older brother, Rodrick, knows all 

about the incident Greg wants to keep under wraps. But secrets 

have a way of getting out… especially when a diary is involved. 

Miss Yim Lai Man 

2010 Diary of Wimpy Kid 

  

Jeff Kinney Frank Heffley actually thinks he can get his son to toughen up, 

and he enlists Greg in organized sports and other “manly” 

endeavors. Of course, Greg is easily able to sidestep his father’s 

efforts to change him. But when Greg’s dad threatens to send 

him to military academy, Greg realizes he has to shape up … or 

get shipped out. 

Miss Yim Lai Man 

2010 Chicken Soup for the 

Teenage Soul 

Jack Canfield The good news about tackling challenges is that you end up 

stronger and smarter once you reach the other side. These 

stories are from teenagers just like you who have gone through 

many of the same problems and survived. Whether it’s standing 

up to the mean girl in the cafeteria or staying true to yourself 

under peer pressure, Chicken Soul: The Real Deal Challenges tells 

you the absolute true about what it means to be a teen. 

Mr Leung King Hang 
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2011 Recommended English book titles by authors 

JS1 

 
Fantastic Mr. Fox 

Roald Dahl 

JS2 

 

Percy Jackson-The 

Lightening Thief 

Rick Riordan 

JS2 

 

Percy Jackson-Battle of 

the Labyrinth 

Rick Riordan 

JS3 

 

Charlie and the Chocolate 

Factory 

Roald Dahl 

JS3 

 

Matilda 

Roald Dahl 

SS1 SS1 SS1 SS1  
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Unbelievable 

Paul Jennings 

 
Unpredictable 

Paul Jennings 

 
Unreal 

Paul Jennings 

 
Unbearable 

Paul Jennings 

SS2 

 
Precious 

Sapphire 

F.6 

 

I Am David 

Anne Holm 

F.6 

  

Life Without Limits 

Nick Vujicic 

F.6 

  
My Sister’s Keeper 

Jodi Picoult 

 

2012 Recommended English book titles 
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Year Book Title Author Recommendation Recommended by 

2012 Never Let Me Go 

 

Kazuo Ishiguro Never Let Me Go is a book that explicitly dwells on a controversial 

ethical issue but subtly tap into another question of whether life is 

a rational sum of maximization. Despite the varying constraints, 

challenges and uncertainties we face, the decision-making tokens 

are still in our hands. Our fate is not the party to be blamed. 

 

The Japanese writer, Kazuo Ishiguro, tactfully leaves his readers in 

the dark in the first half of the book, just as what the main 

characters are enduring. In Kathy H’s retrospection of her 

childhood with Tommy and Ruth, queries constantly arise and 

along with the trio, readers experience the main characters’ thirst 

of ‘truth’ in Hailsham, disillusionment of a false hope, as well as 

rebellious rage towards the cruel reality.  

 

Readers will be taking different messages away from the inspiring 

story. 

Miss Chan Nga Ying 

2012 Shopaholic Takes 

Manhattan

Sophie Kinsella In this sequel to Kinsella's bestselling Confessions of a Shopaholic, 

Becky Bloomwood, a personal finance "expert" with her own TV 

show, is more of a financial mess than ever: she can't stop 

shopping, even though she can't afford anything. She's even 

assigned her flatmate, Suze, to monitor her spending, but to no 

avail: Becky is full of cute rationalizations, like "Foreign money 

doesn't count, so you can spend as much as you like," and can't 

Miss Fung Hiu Ling 
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stop herself from sneaking into posh boutiques. Her work-

obsessed boyfriend, Luke, runs a financial PR agency, and when he 

gets the green light to open an office in New York City, he brings 

Becky along. Upon her arrival in the Big Apple, she euphorically 

discovers Barney's, Saks, Sephora and sample sales but when wind 

of her shopping excesses gets back to the British press, she loses 

both her relationship and her TV job. Becky manages to save the 

day in predictably winning fashion, with plenty of comic moments 

along the way. Sure, it's tongue-in-cheek and all in good fun but 

will the barrage of shopping hijinks be enough to hold readers this 

time around? Kinsella creates some winning characters, but the 

credit card and shopping bag action is wearing dangerously thin. 

2012 Unknown 

 

Didier, Van 

Cauwelaert 

Martin Harris returns home after spending three days in a coma, 

to find that his wife doesn’t recognize him and another man is 

living in his house under his name. The imposter shares all of 

Martin’s memories, experiences, and knowledge down to the last 

detail. Is it conspiracy? Amnesia? An elaborate hoax or his own 

paranoid delusion? Part moral fable, part thriller, Unknown is a 

fast-paced tale of one man’s desperate attempt to reclaim his 

existence – even at the cost of his own life. 

Mr. Lai Chi Yuen 

2012 Emotional Intelligence Linda Wasmer 

Andrews 

A quote from a very famous Greek philosopher, Aristotle: 

“Anybody can become angry – that is easy, but to be angry with 

the right person and to the right degree and at the right time and 

Mr. Lai Chung Hau 
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for the right purpose, and in the right way – that is not within 

everybody’s power and is not easy.” 

 

Have you ever imagined being angry is an art?  Have you ever 

thought that pleasant feelings have to be managed as well? 

 

After reading the book, you will be more aware of your emotion 

and help you form a more sophisticated character.  Meanwhile, it 

helps you to read what someone else may be feeling. 

2012 Miral 

 

Rula Jebreal This book is based on a true story happened in 1948 after Arab-

Israeli War. There was a very generous woman called Hind, who 

found 55 abandoned children and dedicated her life to establish an 

orphanage in Jerusalem to provide the children with food, shelter, 

love and education. She strongly believed peace can only be 

achieved through education. A girl called Miral was sent to this 

orphanage by her father when she was five. At her age of 15, Miral 

was assigned to teach at a refugee camp where she was awakened 

to the reality of the Palestinian refugees. Then, she started taking 

part in the violent struggle for Palestinian Independence with her 

lover Hani who is also a political activist. Could Miral succeed? 

Miss Hou Nim Hang 

2012 Megamind Lauren 

Alexander 

Megamind and Metro Man: It’s the same old story. Megamind tries 

to conquer Metro City and Metro Man stops him. This all changes 

when Megamind accidentally kills Metro Man. But what fun is 

there in being a bad guy without a good guy to battle? Megamind 

Miss Kwok Lai Kwan 
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comes up with a plan – he will create a new hero for Metro City: 

Tighten. But when Tighten begins to destroy Metro City, Megamind 

must make a choice: Will he let Tighten run wild or will he become 

the best hero Metro City has ever seen? Fans can relive the fun and 

adventure with eight pages of full-color photos! 

2013 Recommended English book titles 

2013 3096 Days 

 

Natascha 

Kampusch 

Torture, sufferings…No one bears the pain like what Natascha did. 

No one can imagine how a girl was kidnapped and kept for eight 

years…incredible!  

 

In her diary, she wrote ‘It is time to pour my heart out completely 

without reservation about the pain that I have come to know. I no 

longer know how it all was, but the things that happened were not 

very nice. At times he wasn’t doing very well, and when he isn’t 

doing very well, he makes my life hell. Uncontrolled, unpredictable, 

excessively sudden outbursts of rage…Screaming, insults, pushing 

me while climbing the stairs. Choking, sitting me and holding my 

mouth and nose closed, suffocating me.’ 

Mr Lai Chi Yuen 

2013 Life of Pi  Have you got the idea of the title of my recommendation today? I 

bet you did. Yes, it’s the Life of Pi. The book is divided into 3 parts. 

The first part is his childhood and the description of his daddy’s zoo 

in India.  

 

The second part is his 227 days sea journey with the Bengal Tiger 

Miss Lam Siu Yau 
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Richard Parker because of the sinking of the ship. And in the last 

part, two officials from the Japan asks Pi to investigate the ship 

wreck.  

 

Like the bestselling series, Harry Potter, the Life of Pi was rejected 

by 5 publishers before being accepted. Once it was published, it 

received different prizes from various countries like UK, France and 

South Africa. 

 

This is the book you can discover a life of adventure, a life of hope 

and triumph. 

2013 Big Nate 

 

 For junior form students, I also have a recommendation for you. 

That is Big Nate. It is an American comic book. The main character 

Big Nate is a small primary kid.He is rebellious with little interest in 

studies and he always challenges the school rules. Because of this, 

it is not surprising that he is no stranger to the detention class, 

being kept at school by teachers all the time.  

 

The comic book is very popular. Here are some reviews from the 

readers: 

1. My 12 yr old son loves this series of books! He'll sit and read 

this for hours! Great for this age group 

2. Once again big nate is amazing. I really enjoy these books. It 

is hilarious.  

Miss Lam Siu Yau 
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3. Big fun. I love Big Nate I have six books and I never get tired 

of them . BIG NATE ROCKS!!!! With Diary of a Wimpy Kid and 

Molly Moon are the most awesome books. 

 

Wimpy Kid has been the top sale once it appeared in our Book Fair. 

If you love Wimpy Kid, Big Nate is definitely your choice too. 

 

Don’t miss the ‘Life of Pi and Big Nate’ in the Book Fair 

2013 Miss Child Has Gone 

Wild  

 

Dan Gutman Want to speak some genuine daily English – live and lively? Want 

to know how to be ‘cool’ and not ‘weird’? Want to babysit or 

dogsit? This is the book for you.  

 

It brings back memories of Primary school life… 

 

‘Who invented school?’ AJ asks. He learns much more by watching 

TV and playing video games. I think so, too! 

 

Have you got classmates who are always jealous at other’s 

success? Or look smart and make others think they know-it-all?  

 

Why are girls ‘yucky’? Who welcome the Cleanest Classroom in the 

School Contest?  

 

Read the book and see why Miss Child goes mad. 

Miss Lo Yuen Ling 
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2013 One Dog and His Boy 

 

Eva Ibbotson Hal comes from a very rich family. His mum is ready to give him 

anything expensive for his birthday, except the one that Hal asks 

for- a dog.  

His father rents a dog for the weekend and hopes that Hal will get 

tired of the dog. Hal broke most of his hi-tech gifts anyway.  

When Hal learns that Fleck, the puppy, is not a company for life, he 

decides to kidnap Fleck from the Dog Agency. He is going to stay 

with his grandparents whom are not rich but understand his needs.  

The adventure starts as 4 other dogs wish to have a true 

companion like Fleck. In the end, Hal walks miles and miles to meet 

his grandparents with these dogs.  

Will Hal’s parents change their mind and keep the dog? Will the 

other dogs get a lifelong companion as well? Read and find out 

yourself. 

Miss Lo Yuen Ling 

2013 Ripley’s Believe It Or 

Not 

 

Scholastic 

book series 

 

It is a collection of unbelievable-but-true animal tales.  

 

Boring with long paragraphs? You are here with a book with crazy 

cartoons, silly stories and fantastic facts.  

 

e.g. a donkey cashes a cheque with his hoof-mark;  

    3 little pigs live with a tiger in a cage… 

 

Read and find out more. 

Miss Lo Yuen Ling 

2013 Who was Albert Jess Brallier A scientist who worked hard, TV was then invented because of him. Miss Lo Yuen Ling 
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Einstein? 

 

 What else did he work on? Atomic Bomb! 

 

Was he a good student at school? No! He was expelled from 

school! 

 

Here is the advice from him:  

If A=Success 

Then A=X+Y+Z 

X=work 

Y=play 

Z=keeping your mouth shut 

 

What else? Read it yourself! 

 

2013 

 

Mr Stink 

 

 

David Walliams 

 

Mr. Stink is unlike any ordinary man. Mr. Stink has never ever taken 

a shower and he is a tramp. If you meet this man, run as quickly as 

possible because a tiny sniff of his odor can make your eyes watery 

and nose wrinkled. 

 

He is very smart and wise as well. Most important of all, despite 

his smells, he is very kind and helpful to his friends. He has recently 

met a young girl called Chloe, and became friends. The two have a 

lot in common as both are incredibly lonely. Chloe is fed up of her 

boring lifestyle and decides to move Mr. Stink into the family’s 

 

Mr Lee Chun Lam 



Page 19 
 

garden shed. However, you can probably imagine, moving Mr. Stink 

to your house and having your conservative parents find out about 

it would be quite a disaster! This obviously does not go down too 

well with her Conservative MP running Mother, who would rather 

ban tramps from her streets. 

2013 Alvin Ho Allergic to 

Girls, School, and 

Other Scary Things 

 

Lenore Look Alvin Ho is an American Chinese. He is afraid of everything: the 

dark, wasabi, elevators, tunnels, kimchi, girls and most of all, 

school. He’s so afraid of school that, while he’s there, he never, 

ever says a word. But at home he’s a very loud superhero named 

Firecracker man, a brother to Calvin and Anibelly, and a gentleman-

in-training, so he can be just like his dad. 

Miss Ngai Cho Fong 

2013 Clarice Bean: Don’t 

Look Now 

 

Laureh Child Clarice Bean is studying in a junior school. She has a lot of worries. 

Some simple ones – like largish spiders and if one could live off 

toast alone – and some big ones like change, infinity, and the 

meaning of life. She writes all of her worries down and tries to 

prepare for them like her hero Ruby Redfort, using Ruby’s “Survival 

Handbook” to help. It is a delight and a great read for all kids, 

specifically for you. 

Miss Ngai Cho Fong 

2014 Recommended English book titles 
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2014 Wonder 

 

R.J. Palacio I won’t describe what I look like. Whatever you’re thinking, it’s 

probably worse. 

 

August ( Auggie) Pullman was born with a facial deformity that 

prevented him from going to a mainstream school – until now. He’s 

about to start 5th grade at Beecher Prep. And if you’ve ever been the 

new kid then you know how hard that can be. The thing is Auggie’s 

just an ordinary kid, with an extraordinary face. But can he convince 

his new classmates that he’s just like them, despite appearances? 

 

R.J. Palacio has written a spare, warm, uplifting story that will have 

readers laughing one minute and wiping away tears the next. With 

wonderfully realistic family interactions (flawed, but loving), lively 

school scenes, and short chapters, Wonder is accessible to readers of 

all levels. 

Miss Cheng Mei Yee 

 

2014 

 

What money can’t 

buy? 

 

Micahel J. 

Sandel 

 

 

Should we pay children to read books or to get good grades? Is it 

ethical to pay people to test risky new drugs or to donate their organs? 

What about hiring mercenaries to fight our wars, outsourcing inmates 

to for-profit prisons, auctioning admission to elite universities, or 

selling citizenship to immigrants willing to pay? Isn’t there something 

wrong with a world in which everything is for sale? 

 

In recent decades, market values have crowded out nonmarket norms 

 

Miss Fung Hiu Ling 
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in almost every aspect of life-medicine, education, government, law, 

art, sports, even family life and personal relations. Without quite 

realizing it, Sandel argues, we have drifted from having a market 

economy to being a market society. 

 

In What Money Can’t Buy, Sandel examines one of the biggest ethical 

questions of our time and provokes a debate that’s been missing in 

our market-driven age: What is the proper role of markets in a 

democratic society, and how can we protect the moral and civic goods 

that markets do not honour and money cannot buy? 

 

What are your priorities in life? Money? Fame? Relationship? Love? 

Justice? Integrity? I highly recommend this book to students who are 

studying the elective of ERS and Economics. If you are interested in 

what this Harvard professor discusses about money and morality, you 

should buy this book, ‘What money can’t buy?’ 

 

2014 

 

Being Happy 

  

Difficulties will puzzle us and sometimes make us feel depressed. But 

unfortunately, we often have to live with these undesirable situations, 

then how can we deal with them? My suggestion is to read the book 

called “Being Happy”. This book suggests different ways on how to stay 

optimistic when facing difficulties, and it also teaches us we need to 

understand ourselves, being able to forgive ourselves and others in 

order to pursue happiness. If you want to explore different ways to live 

 

Miss Hou Nim Hang 
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more happily and meaningfully, you MUST buy this book “Being 

Happy” at the Book Fair! 

2014 Stress Can Really 

Get on Your 

Nerves! 

 

 If you …. 

- worry about the exam, 

- want to skip school, 

- can’t sleep well, 

- have bad dreams, 

……… then you must read this book to  

 

REDUCE YOUR STRESS 

Miss Kwok Lai Kwan 

2014 Before I go to sleep S. J. Watson Before I go to sleep is the first novel by S. J. Watson published in 2011.  

The main character, Christine Lucas, is 47.  She has a bad accident 

about 20 years ago and from then on having problems remembering 

things.  Throughout the past 20 years, every day when she wakes up 

in the morning, she forgets what happens the day before.   

The story begins when she opens her eyes, finding herself sleeping 

Mr Lai Chung Hau 
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with a stranger, Ben, who claims himself as his husband.  She has no 

choice but to believe in him until she receives a phone call from Dr. 

Nash, a neuropsychologist, telling her that she is receiving a treatment 

for memory loss and has been keeping a journal.  On the first page 

of the journal, it reads “DON’T TRUST BEN.”   

Who should Christine rely on?  Who is she?  Is Ben really her 

husband?  Is Dr. Nash reliable?  Who can be trusted?  What is her 

history?  Does she have a son?  Can she remember what had 

happened in the end? 

2014 Who is Bill Gates?  

 

Patricia 

Brennan 

Do you know some interesting facts about Bill Gates? 

 

1. If Bill Gates was a country, he would be the # 63 riches on earth. 

2. Bill Gates aimed to become a millionaire by the age of 30. 

However, he became a billionaire at the age of 31. 

3. Bill Gates has no college Degree. 

4. He sold his first computer program at the age of 17. 

5. He founded Microsoft. 

6. Million lives were saved by Bill Gates through his healthcare 

projects. 

$28 billion dollars were donated by him so far. 

7. Do you know that when Bill was little boy, he used to rock back 

and forth for hours on his rocking horse? Until now, in his 

business meetings, he is known for rocking back and forth in his 

chair. 

Mr Lee Chun Lam 
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There are many other interesting facts about Bill Gates that you may 

be interested in.  Reading the book written by Patricia Brennan, you 

are able to know more about Bill Gates, the information technology 

giant in the world. 

 

In this book, we can learn of Gates’ childhood passion for computer 

technology, which led him to revolutionize personal computers. 

Through the success of his now-world – famous software company, 

Microsoft, Bill Gates became one of the wealthiest donors, in history. 

He promised his wife once, that he would give 95 percent of his 

fortune away. He thought, “With great wealth comes great 

responsibility – a responsibility to give back to society”. 

 

I highly recommend this book to everybody. Buy this book and hop 

into a time travelling machine. It can bring you back in time so you can 

witness his life as a little boy. See how he grew up to become a 

successful man he is now! 

2014 Glee Summer Break  Not losing its momentum in the summer break, the Glee club 

members all look forward a busy break running a singing workshop for 

children. However, in Rachel’s mind, she has already made her own 

summer plan. That is to join a dance class with Finn. However, this 

young and charming girl is refused by his friend and laughed at by the 

boys around. What happens? She gets in mad and storms out. She 

Mr Lai Chi Yuen 
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decides to turn down the singing workshop. 

 

A miracle? She has a fantasy and finds everything around her is 

different. She becomes a famous Broadway singer. Much to her 

surprise, she encounters her friends in the fantasy. Guess what 

happens to her when she wakes up?  

 

I think a few types of people will be the owners for this book. If you 

are a little kid full of hopes and dreams, if you like playing jokes and 

calling names on others…oh I shouldn’t mention those mischievous 

behaviors, possibly if you are a fan of Glee, if you are a young and 

energetic person or if you simply want to share your feeling after 

reading the book with Leo Lai, you surely should not miss the chance 

to read the book in our book fair. 

2014 Steve Jobs – 

thinking differently 

Patricia Lakin Best known as the “Apple Godfather”, Jobs was one of the founders of 

Apple Computers Inc. Although he died a year ago, many people still 

admire him as their role model because of the many revolutionary 

products that he brought to the world. 

 

Though he’s now seen as one of the most successful business leaders 

in history, Jobs did not do quite well in school. In fact, he quit 

university and went to study creative courses instead. 

 

Upon graduation, Jobs is far more ambitious than inventing the 

Mr. Lam Kam Cheong 
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iPhone; the iPod, iMac and iTunes were also designed by Jobs. In truth, 

he did not limit himself to the computer world only. He also worked to 

help film productions at Pixar, including Toy Story and Finding Nemo. 

 

Jobs was also known for…… If you are into his remarkable life, go fetch 

this little, lovely book. 

2014 

 

 

 Diet is "die" with a "t." 

I'm not over-weight, I'm under-tall. 

Eat every meal as though it were your last. 

If you want to look thinner, hang around people fatter than you. 

 

Can you guess this character? Bingo! It’s Garfield. I suppose many of 

you have read it. This fat and lazy cat is spoiled by his master. He does 

nothing but eating all the time. I love the comics because they are full 

of humour especially the US kind of humour. It is so relaxing after a 

day of busy work.  

 

The second comics I am going to talk about is Smurf,  a Belgian 

Comic. There are more than one hundred Smurfs, whose names are 

based on adjectives that emphasize their characteristics, e.g. "Jokey 

Smurf", ‘Clumsy Smurf’. Papa Smurf, is the wisest leader of the smurfs. 

Miss Lam Siu Yau 
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It attracts the attention all over the world may be contribute to the 

characters of everyday people, like Lazy Smurf, Grouchy Smurf, Brainy 

Smurf and Greedy Smurf.  

 

Comics actually are not restricted to funny stories. There are also 

some classical ones. There is a series of classical comics in our Book 

Fair. The pictures enhance your comprehension but at the same time 

you can pick up good English.  If you want to start reading the classics 

like A Christmas Carol, Romeo and Juliet and even the great works 

from Shakespeare in a less demanding way, try this series 

 

The last series of book I would like to introduce is non-fiction, the 

“Who is / was’ series. It includes a lot of famous people of the past 

and present like famous writer, Roald Dahl, JK Rowling, musician like 

Mozart, American President Obama and his wife. 

2014 A Dog’s Purpose W. Bruce 

Cameron  

It is a book for humans. If you have a pet and you really love it, you 

should read this book. I picked up this book because I saw a black 

Miss Lo Yuen Ling 
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 Labrador looking up thinking. I was attracted by the cover of the book. 

I was also attracted by the title: A dog’s purpose.   

‘Why am I here?’ ‘What’s the purpose of my being born in this world?’  

I would also like to know the answer.  

The dog in this book searches for the answer too. It has a lot of 

amazing encounters through reborn again and again. It finally gets the 

answer and tells us that love never dies and our true friends are always 

with us.  

Be prepared to laugh and cry while you read. It is a book you should 

not miss. 

2014 The Umbrella Man 

and other short 

stories 

 

Roald Dahl I like short stories because I can pick up a book and finish a story in no 

time. When I am bored, I can read another story another time. 

The first story I read was ‘The Great Automatic Grammatizator’. It is 

about a computer genius built a computer that write stories. It is not 

‘copy and paste’ from the internet. It is a computer that creates 

different new stories. Would you also want one for your essay writing 

assignments? I do.  

 

The other story I would like to introduce is ‘The Umbrella Man’. It tells 

how a man gets money by selling umbrellas in rainy days. But those 

are not his umbrella! How can he get so many umbrellas? Read and 

you will see how people can play tricks in life and you must not copy, 

but be aware of them. 
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The last story I would recommend is ‘The way to Heaven’. It is a story 

about a couple Mr. and Mrs. Foster. Mr. Foster knows that Mrs. Foster 

is always worried about being late and he often does silly things to 

make her late again. At last she was free. Why? Where is Mr. Foster? 

He is in heaven. But Mrs. Foster insists writing him a letter every week. 

Why does Mrs. Foster know that Mr. Foster will not meet her at the 

airport after her journey to Paris? How can the elevator take Mr. Foster 

to heaven?  

It is not a children book. Be prepared to meet murder and crime with 

the characters.     

2014 Goodnight Mister 

Tom 

 

Michelle 

Magorian 

This book stars William Beech also known as Willie, and Mr Tom 

Oakley, an elderly citizen of Little Weirworld, a small town in England. 

Set in the time of World War Two, it is incredibly different to how we 

live today. 

Willie is evacuated from London to live with Mr Tom. After only a 

month, Mr Tom has become quite fond of Willie, who has changed 

from being small, timid, and sickly, into a sturdy boy full of energy. 

When Mr Tom starts feeding him he becomes stronger and is so much 

happier, and when he starts school he starts to make loads of friends. 

Mr Tom at the same time also softens into a kind man who spends 

more time in the town and is liked by all. 

I think this is a great book because it is so well written, with a lot of 

description, and although not a lot of important events happen at the 

beginning, you find yourself reading on, especially at the end when 

Miss Ngai Cho Fong 
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Willie, drastically, is called back to London by his mother. There, a 

terrible secret is revealed. 

Overall, this is a fantastic book with characters who you will 

remember. 

2014 The Book Thief   

 

Markus Zusak  

Narrated by Death, the book is set in Nazi Germany, a place and time 

when the narrator notes he was extremely busy. It describes a young 

girl's relationship with her foster parents, the other residents of their 

neighborhood, and a young Jewish man who hides in her home during 

the escalation of World War II. First published in 2005, the book has 

won numerous awards and was listed on The New York Times Best 

Seller list for over 230 weeks. 

 

Liesel Meminger is traveling on a train with her mother and younger 

brother when her brother dies. At his burial she picks up a book that 

has been dropped by his graveside. When Hans, her stepfather, 

realizes that Liesel cannot read, he begins to teach her, using the book 

that she took from the graveside. Liesel becomes obsessed with 

reading anything she can get her hands on. 

At a Nazi book burning ceremony, Liesel and Rudy, her neighbor and 

best friend are bullied into throwing books onto the bonfire, but Liesel 

is upset at all the books being burned. When the bonfire ends and 

everyone but she has left, she grabs a book that has not been burned. 

Later, Liesel even "borrow" books from the mayor's library by climbing 

Miss Ngai Cho Fong  
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through the window. 

The Angel of Death says that he has seen many good and bad things 

over the years, but Liesel is one of the few that ever made him wonder 

how it would be to live a life. But in the end, there were no words, only 

peace. Lastly, Death says that the only truth it knows is true is that he 

"is haunted by humans." 

2014 How Children 

Succeed 

 

 Most people believe that intelligence and good grades are what 

children need to make it to a good university, and they can be 

successful. Yet the author of this book gives us new insights to how we 

can nurture children and help build their character. He leads us on an 

eye-opening journey to how we can help children achieve success and 

have a more fulfilling  life. 

Miss Yim Lai Man 
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2014 Unstoppable 

 

Nick Vujicic 

 

This is the quote from the writer. “When I come to my life, I just see a 

word ‘thankful’.” 

 

Can you imagine that these are the words from a man who was born 

without limbs (arms and legs) because of tetra-amelia syndrome? 

 

Do you believe that a man without arms and legs can deliver 270 

touching and inspirational speeches per year that struck the chord of 

four million people in 43 countries? 

 

Yes, it is Nick Vujicic, an Australian evangelist and motivational 

speaker, who broke through his limits and worked out a purpose-

driven life. 

 

From the ‘Life without Limbs’ to ‘Life without Limits’, hardships and 

challenges keep following Nick. Being the victims of verbal bullies, he 

once attempted suicide in the age of ten. In his twenties, he had also 

fallen into depression when his Christian video music business 

underwent cash flow problem. 

 

In his book ‘Unstoppable’, he revealed how he overcame all these 

obstacles and transformed himself into an ‘Unstoppable’ man with 

determination and happiness, which is characterized by 3As rooted 

from the faith to God. 

Miss Yeung Wai Ngai 
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First, ‘Attitude’. Separating the present from the past is the key to 

overcome frustration. Second, ‘Appreciation’. Appreciating the 

positive aspects is the pathway to happiness.  Third, ‘Action’.  It is 

crucial to apply faith in action in times of crises and extreme 

challenges.  

 

When you’re in times of difficulties, I highly recommend all of you to 

explore the 3A principles in this book: Separate your present life from 

your previous failures. Appreciate everyone who cares about you. 

Work out a purpose-driven life by acting out your faith! 
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2015 What the Dog Saw 

and other 

adventures 

Malcolm 

Gladwell 

This is honestly a non-fiction for adults but this is also a book for those 

people who like thinking critically. The writer Malcolm Gladwell initiates 

topics ranging from criminology to ketchup, job interviews to dog training 

and every chapter contains an incredible story. One chapter begins with a 

football team. By comparing two football players, the writer Gladwell 

discusses how we choose a suitable candidate in a job interview. ‘What the 

Dog Saw’ is the title of the book and it is also one single chapter, with 21 

more chapters covering different topics. The book ‘What the Dog Saw’ is 

really a good choice for preparing yourself to the future hurdles. 

Mr Lai Chi Yuen 

2015 Once Morris 

Gleitzman 

Then and Now are the sequels of Once. The story is based on the author’s 

imagination with a Jewish boy Felix who started his life in an orphanage 

after the second world war in Poland. He needed to hide his religion and 

went on his journey to find his parents. He soon encountered Zelda, a 

brave little girl and experienced an extraordinary adventure. Now is the 

third publication written in the angle of Felix’s grandchild. 

Mr Lai Chi Yuen 
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2015 The Happiness 

Project 

Gretchen Rubin Are you as happy as you could be? This was the first question I asked myself 

when I saw and bought this book – The Happiness Project by Gretchen 

Rubin. Her Happiness Project in general was a large undertaking but it 

seemed like so much fun as well which is easily able to get across to the 

reader. 

 

There are many timeless maxims, catchy lists and simple truths. She tried 

out a lot of helpful ideas and tips inspired by a number of scientific 

researches. She encourages readers to adapt these to fit their own 

situation and needs. I actually feel happier just having read it and noticing 

little things here and there about myself. I would consider it a must read 

for just about anyone. 

Miss Szeto Chin 

Ching 

2015 How to Make 

Friends and 

Dale Carnegie Have you found it hard to make friends? If your answer is ‘yes’, you should 

read this 

how-to book. It teaches you to befriend and enhance your influence over 

others.  In a modern society where people heavily engage with others 

including simple friends, employers and parents, effective communication 

skills are needed. But how? We could follow the mindsets and thoughts of 

Carnegie to understand how he deals with people, how he solves the 

Miss Fok Hiu Tung 
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Influence People difficulties – arising from the affairs of people and, finally, why he succeeds 

in his life. If you, really and definitely, want to win friends and influence 

others, you must follow every suggestion and direction in the book faithfully 

and diligently. Some may say that it is a cult; however, having published 

since 1936 and sold 15 million copies worldwide, the book has endured the 

test of time.   

2015 A Street Cat Named 

Bob 

 

James Bowen 

 

It is a sweet and heartwarming book about friendship.                                                                                                                                                              

 

The street musician James Bowen found an injured cat in the hallway of his 

apartment building. Though he was struggling to make a living, he couldn’t 

resist helping the very sick cat, which he named, Bob. James nursed Bob 

back to health, and the two went busking on the streets of London. James 

Bowen realized it was Bob that had saved his life. Bob gave him someone to 

care for, something to live for, a responsibility he did not have before. 

Lo Yuen Ling 

2015 Chinese Cinderella Adeline Yen 

Mah 

Chinese Cinderella is not a fairy tale but a real story of a Chinese girl, Adeline 

Yen Mah. The story started around WWII. Born the fifth child to an affluent 

Chinese family her life begins tragically. Adeline’s mother died shortly after 

her birth, marking her as cursed or ‘bad luck’ by her father and siblings, 

brothers and sisters. Her situation is worsened by her father’s new 

marriage.  No one cares for Adeline except her grandfather and her aunt. 

In the hope of winning favor from her father, Adeline strives for academic 

Miss Lam Siu Yau 
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achievement. She comes across with lots of her hurdles. With 

determination and patience, she can finally be Cinderella. 

2015 Wool / Dust / Shift Hugh Howey Wool is the second book of the sci-fi trilogy of Hugh Howey, Shift, Wool and 

Dust. The story of Wool begins in a world where the air is deadly. People live 

in a giant underground silo, underground castle hundreds of storeys deep, 

creating everything people need beneath the earth. Sheriff Holston, who 

upholds the silo’s rules for years, unexpectedly breaks the greatest taboo of 

all: He asks to go outside. His decision leads to a series of events. A 

mechanic, Juliette replaces his place. She gets access to the confidential 

information and is sent out of the silo. Under the extremely worst weather, 

she can luckily survive and accidentally she finds another silo other than 

hers. What is the secret behind? Read the Wool. The first book is Shift. You 

will understand why the silo exists. The third book Dust is a series of events 

after Juliette discloses the secret. Start from Wool and you will grasp the 

story line better. 

Miss Lam Siu Yau 

 

2015 The Time Keeper Mitch Albom People look at time in many different ways. Many people feel there is not 

enough time for many reasons. The main characters in the book like Dor, 

Victor, Sarah’s mother Lorraine feel the same. Dor is Father Time in the 

novel. He feels that he needs more time with his wife, Alli, as she lies 

dying. The 83-year-old billionaire Victor feels that he does not have 

enough time to live the life he wants to live. Lorraine feels that there had 

never been enough time to spend the quality moments that she wanted 

with her daughter Sarah, who on the other hand is about to give up her 

Miss Ngai Cho Fong 
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life after being publicly humiliated by the guy she loves. The book is 

evocative and inspiring. It reminds readers to FORGET the sad and 

unhappy YESTERDAYS and MAKE THE BEST USE of TODAY and 

TOMORROWS.` 

2016 The Promise of a 

Pencil 

 

 What do you want most in your life? A prestigious job? A luxury 

lifestyle? What do you want for your next birthday present? 

Here we are now in Hong Kong. What about teenagers in other 

countries? The book, The Promise of a Pencil, may give your 

some answers. The writer Adam Braun, the founder of Pencils 

of Promise was inspired by a simple response by an Indian 

young boy. He simply asked the boy what he wants and 

surprisingly, the boy responds he wants a piece of pencil. One 

interesting thing is that he found the organization, Pencils of 

Promise with 25 dollars. But guess what? He has now built more 

than 250 schools around the world. 

 

In the book, The Promise of a Pencil, Adam not only describes 

his journey but also explains one clear step that every person 

can take to turn their biggest ambitions into reality. 

Mr Lai Chi Yuen 
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2016 Gone Girl   Gone Girl is a thriller novel by American writer Gillian Flynn. 

The novel’s principal suspense comes from uncertainty about 

the main character, Nick, and whether he is involved in the 

disappearance of his wife, Amy.   

Gone Girl tells the story of Nick and Amy’s difficult marriage. 

The first half of the book is told in first person, alternately, by 

both Nick and Amy. Nick’s perspective is from the present 

whereas Amy’s from the past by way of journal entries. 

However, what Nick wrote and Amy wrote are totally 

different. Amy’s account of their marriage made her seem 

happier and easier to live with than Nick depicts. On the other 

hand, Nick’s story described her as extremely anti-social and 

stubborn. Amy’s depiction made Nick seem more aggressive 

than he said he was in his story. 

In the story, Nick lost his job as a journalist due to downsizing, 

and Amy lost her job as a magazine quiz writer shortly after. 

The couple relocated from New York City to his small 

hometown, so they could help take care of his dying mother. 

He then opened a bar using the last of his wife’s trust fund 

and ran it with his twin sister, Margo. But the marriage 

became even more dysfunctional. 

Mr Lai Chung Hau 
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On their fifth wedding anniversary, Amy went missing 

suddenly. Over time, Nick became a prime suspect in her 

disappearance. Why? Why did Nick kill Amy? There are 

various reasons: he used her money to start a business, 

increased her life insurance, and seemed unemotional, at 

times even smiling inappropriately, on camera and in the 

news. Later, the police found boxes of violent pornography 

and other items he had denied purchasing in the woodshed in 

Margo’s garden, further implicating that Nick was the person 

who killed Amy. It is also revealed that Amy was pregnant. 

Nick couldn’t help but hire a lawyer who specialised in 

defending men accused of killing their wives. 

In the novel’s second half, the reader learns that Amy and 

Nick are both unreliable narrators. The reader has not been 

given all of the information. Nick indeed had been having an 

affair with one of his college students named Andie, and Amy 

is alive and hiding, trying to frame Nick for her “death”. Her 

diary is revealed to be fake, intended to implicate Nick to the 

police. Nick soon discovered that Amy was framing him but 

had no way of proving it.  

Together, Nick, Margo, and his lawyer work to find ways to 

change the police and public perception of Nick.  So, in the 

end, who made Amy disappear? Can Nick prove himself 
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innocent? Please go to the Book Fair and search for the 

answer from the book – Gone Girl. 

2016 The Girl on the Train 

 

 When you want to go to Kowloon, do you prefer to take a bus 

or the West Rail? 

I prefer taking a bus because I like to look outside the scenery 

along Tuen Mun Highway is really beautiful. The character of 

the book The Girl of the Train, Rachel has the same habit as me. 

She took her train to London every day. She appreciated the 

scenery along the rail. Rachel especially likes to look at a house 

in which is a home of a couple, Megan and her husband. She 

thought that they were sweet. However, things are not as 

simple as Rachel imagines. The couple actually is having a 

difficult situation and later the wife Megan is murdered. There 

were 2 suspects, Scott, Megan’s husband and Megan’s 

therapist. Rachel started the investigation and she found out 

that the murderer is neither of them but another person who 

she knows and that puts her in a very dangerous situation. 

 

The Girl on the Train is a thriller like the Gone Girl introduced by 

Mr. Lai. Once it was published, it got No. 1 on The New York 

Times Fiction Best Sellers of 2015 list and remained in the top 

Miss Lam Siu Yau 
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position for 13 consecutive weeks and again in Jan this year, it 

became the top sellers again. 

2016 The Giver 

 

 I want to introduce an ‘ideal community’ to you. It is the 

future. There is no war, no hunger, no pain, no death. No one 

in the community wants for anything. Everything needed is 

provided. And at twelve years old, each member of the 

community has their profession carefully chosen for them by 

the Committee of Elders. 

 

However, everything has changed since the twelve-year-old 

boy Jonas is selected as the Receiver of Memory. He is 

surprised by some new rules like: 

- do not discuss your training with any other member of the 

community, including parents and Elders.  

(Here I want to explain several terms. ‘Parents’, that only mean 

the guardians living with you in the house, but they are not 

really your mother and father. There are no real fathers and 

mothers in this community.) 

 

‘Elders’, the people with greatest power, who make decision, 

decide your profession, your parents, your house, your words, 

your language, everything, etc.) 

 

- You may ask any question of any citizen and you will 

Miss Fung Hiu Ling 

Heleen 
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receive answers. 

- You are not permitted to apply for release. 

(‘release’ is a process that one will disappear from the 

community with only the injection of some chemicals.) 

- You may lie. 

 

The selection of being the Receiver of Memory is an honour as 

he needs to have some outstanding qualities among all the 

twelve-year-olds: intelligence, integrity, courage, wisdom and 

the capacity to see beyond. However, he has to be trained 

alone and apart. What will he ‘receive’? What will he sacrifice? 

What secret will he discover? If you are curious, find all the 

answers in this book ‘The Giver’. 

-  

 

2016 Thirteen 

Unpredictable Tales 

Paul Jennings Paul Jennings is well-known for his funny and weird stories. He 

wanted children to enjoy reading through various fantastic 

journeys in his stories.  

       

In this book, Wendy Cooling has collected thirteen of Jennings’ 

unpredictable tales with surprising endings. For those of you 

who have read ‘The Strap Box Flyer’ and ‘Wunderpants’, you 

shouldn’t miss this book as you will be amazed by the ‘longest 

kiss in history’, ‘a see-through boy’ and ‘a world stuck on fast-

Miss Kwok Lai Kwan 
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forward’ 

 

Let’s join Paul Jennings’ reading adventures and have fun! 

 

2016 The Running Dream 

 

 The Running Dream wins the 2012 Schneider Family Book 

Award.  

 

This book is about overcoming adversity and going beyond 

oneself to help others. It  tells how a girl who was once the 

star of her high school track team lost her leg in a car accident. 

Not being able to run again is her greatest loss, but fortunately 

with the strong emotional support system at home, school and 

the community, she is able to overcome her disability and run 

again with the help of a prosthetic leg.  

 

Though the story is predictable, it is heartwarming. I enjoy 

reading Jessica’s journey and admire her reaction to losing a 

dream only to come up with a new one as well as her fortune 

of having true stick-by-your side-friends.  

Miss Cheng Mei 

Yee 
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2016 An Apple A Day  Every culture has a collection of wise sayings that offer advice 

about how to live your life. We call these sayings ‘proverbs’. 

 

It’s good to know the really common English proverbs because 

you hear them come up in conversation all the time. 

Sometimes people say the entire proverb to give advice or 

words of encouragement to a friend. In An Apple A Day the 

writer, Caroline Taggart explores the truth of our favourite 

proverbs & their history. 

 

Do you know the proverb ‘ slow and steady wins the race’? It 

means that gradual but continuous progress is the best way to 

succeed. It is used to encourage patience and persistence. So 

how can you use it to build your own sentence? 

 

For example, you may write it as ‘Ms Cheng think I am 

spending too much time on this essay but slow and steady 

wins the race.’ 

 

In this book An Apple A Day, the writer also tells us the origin 

of the proverbs. For example, the proverb ‘ slow but steady 

wins the race’ is the moral of Aesop’s fable about the race 

between a tortoise and a hare. The hare stopped to nap 

Miss Cheng Mei 

Yee 
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during the race but the tortoise just kept plodding forward and 

eventually won.  

 

It is easy to read, right for all Form 3 to 4 students. 

 

2016 The Little Prince 

 

 Before I introduce another book, let me introduce a person to 

you. He comes from asteroid B612. Everyone calls him the 

little prince. I guess now all tuenteenians know who he is. 

Have you watched the movie The Little Prince at Christmas? 

Some people may appreciate the illustrations or pictures in 

the book but more importantly I appreciate the innocent little 

prince and how he protects his planet and his rose. Sometimes 

I want to be a bit childish because the childhood is my 

happiest moment. We all have pure hearts so do The little 

Prince. 

Mr Lai Chi Yuen 
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2016 Animal Farm 

 

 pigs and dogs. At the end of the story, the writer portrayed the 

most dreadful scene that pigs could walk with two legs as if 

humans and even befriended with them.  

 

Animal Farm is an irony of the Russian Revolution. “Napoleon’s 

rule” is a metaphor of the Soviet Union rule under the notion 

of “Socialism”, giving people a false hope of being released from 

the rule by Russian kings. Yet, beneath the face of “equality”, it 

was another dictatorship torturing citizens.  

 

Animal Farm is a thought-provoking book that inspired us that 

democracy and equality do not necessarily lead to a better life 

if the rulers are selfish, illiterate and evil. 

 

Miss Yeung Wai 

Nga 

2016 Alchemist 

 

 If you believe in the power of dreams and the magic of the 

Universe then this book is for you! 

 

It is also suited to those who have a sense of adventure or who 

want to know more about themselves. 

 

This book has been an international best seller for 25 years and 

legions of fans have credited the novel with having changed 

their lives. People love to share quotes from the book, whether 

they have read it or not. You may have seen an ‘Alchemist’ 

Miss CAPEL Sarah 
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quote on Facebook. Here are a few favorites: 

“You will never be able to escape from your heart so it is better 

to listen to what it has to say” 

 

“When you want something all the universe conspires in 

helping you to achieve it.” 

 

“It’s the possibility of having a dream come true, that makes life 

interesting” 

 

Described variously as a fable, a tale and a self-help book all in 

ore, it has the power to capture the imaginations of a wide 

audience from age 9 to 99. Personally, I dip into this book 

whenever I start to feel too much like an adult and need 

reminding of the sheer wonder and magic of a life led by the 

heart. 

 

Find out what happens when Santiago, a shepherd boy goes in 

search of worldly treasure. In what way will he become rich? 

 

 

 

2017 Gweimui’s Hong Kong 

Story 

Christine 

Cappio 

Let’s enjoy a French lady’s daily adventures in Hong Kong! 

 

Mr Lai Chi Yuen 
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 The streets were full of things that were new to me. I could not read the 

huge colourful neon signs, except the trademarks which were in English 

characters like those of cigarettes and photographic equipment. The 

billboards and signs seemed to stretch across the street, looking like 

tapestries being hung outside the buildings to dry. 

 

This is a journey of a French young woman turning into a Honghonger. 

From the bizarre wet market to colourful decorations for local 

festivities, Christine invites you to enjoy her daily adventures in a 

Chinese society which she calls home. 

 

2017 Earthquake in the Early 

Morning 

 

Mary Pope 

Osborne 

“Something to follow 

Something to send 

Something to learn 

Something to lend” 

  

What does the above riddle suggest? If you want to know the answer, 

read this book and the Magic Tree House series. 

  

The magic tree house was where all the adventures of Jack and Annie 

began. It could take them to any time and space they want. To solve 

the riddle, they travelled back to California in 1906 when the great 

earthquake was about to happen. How was California like back then? 

What happened to people of San Francisco during the earthquake? 

Miss Fok Hiu Tung 
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Could they complete their mission? After you finish reading the story, 

you could read the fact sheets at the end of the book to know more 

about the famous San Francisco Earthquake. 

 

2017 Stay Where You Are 

and Then Leave 

John Boyne Stay Where You Are and Then Leave is the tale of Alfie Summerfield, a 

boy whose father is swept up and joins the army in the First World War. 

His father is not heard after a couple of years. Alfie then lives with his 

mum who works as a nurse but can’t make ends meet. Alfie starts 

bunking off school to help out earning for a living. Accidentally, Alfie, 

later discovers the truth and is determined to rescue his father from a 

strange, unnerving place. 

 

Mr Lai Chi Yuen 
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2017 How to Make Your Cat 

an Internet Celebrity 

Patricia Carlin With How to Make Your Cat an Internet Celebrity, readers can unlock 

the secrets of making successful stardom of a kitten or tabby, including 

how to make a viral video in the social media so as to draw the public’s 

attention. This is an essential book to uncover the tips such as the use 

of props and accessories, giving your cat a stage name, how to arrange 

the cinematic stories with feline population, to name but a few. The 

author Patricia Carlin reveals the popularity of social media and 

hijacking the search engine, which drag one’s cat under the spotlight. 

The last chapter also interestingly teaches pet owners how to deal with 

haters, paparazzi and rumors when their pets get famous. 

 

Mr Lai Chi Yuen 

2017 The Fault In Our Stars  John Green ‘Without pain, how could we know joy?’ The Fault In Our Stars is an in-

depth description of the psychology and life of young people, 

portraying their confusion in their minds about love and joy, pain and 

death. The author is inspired by a real life experience working in a 

children’s hospital and his friend Esther Earl, a sixteen-year-old girl who 

passed away because of cancer.  

The story spindled on a sixteen-year-old girl – Hazel Grace Lancester 

and an eighteen-year-old boy – Augustus Waters, who were both 

Miss Cheng Kai Ying 
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 suffering from cancer. They had very different values in life. Hazel 

wanted to live her life quietly for the rest of her life, concerned very 

much if her family and friends would feel devastated when she was 

gone. On the other hand, Augustus Water appeared an optimistic boy, 

wanted to leave footprints hoping that everyone will remember him. 

The two attracted each other and slowly fell in love. This is a book full 

of inspirations of love, family, pain, and finally the meaning of life. It is 

certainly a book worth reading. 

2017 Great Expectations 

 

Charles Dickens Pip is a humble orphan who lives with his older sister and his brother-

in-law. Falling in love with Estella, a girl who comes from a rich family, 

Pip tries his best to climb to the circle of upper class. He wants to be 

worthy in the eyes of Estella. He succeeds with the help of a secret 

benefactor. He receives high education and obtains wealth. He even 

feels ashamed of his poor family members. But something 

unpredictable happens to him and makes him reflect on what is the 

most important thing in his life. 

Mr Leung King Hang 

2017 A Monster Calls 

 

Patrick Ness Conor’s parents divorced and he lived with his mother. When his mom 

got a cancer, she was in and out of the hospitals to receive treatments. 

Conor had to face the situation on his own and worst of all, he was 

bullied at school. At the time his mother fell ill, he started to have a 

strange dream about a tree monster every night. One day, the dream 

was no longer a dream as the monster visited him. He told him three 

tales and asked Conor to tell him one afterwards or else he would die. 

Every time the monster visited him was 12:07p.m. What special about 

Miss Lam Siu Yau 



Page 53 
 

the time? What are the three tales and Conor’s tales? How did he face 

the adversity? Will it be a happy ending of sad ending? The story is 

about love, loss and hope. It is easy to read yet thought-provoking. 

This fascinating story has won awards and has been put on screen. 

2017 Across the Universe   

 

Beth Revis Across the Universe is a trilogy of young adult science fiction novels 

written by American author Beth Revis, chronicling the life of Amy 

Martin aboard a generation ship hundreds of years in the future. When 

Amy is frozen aboard the interstellar spaceship Godspeed, she expects 

to be woken in 300 years on a new planet. Instead, someone wakes her 

up early…and if Amy doesn’t figure out soon, the next people woken up 

might not survive–including her parents. Then she meets Elder, another 

teen, named for his leader-in-training position. The two of them learn 

to trust each other so that they can work together to unlock the hidden 

secrets of Godspeed before all is lost. 

 

It is the first book in a new dystopian trilogy that takes place entirely 

on a spaceship the size of a small island. It is an exciting and thought-

provoking read that will appeal to fans of both the sci-fi and 

mystery/thriller genres 

Miss Ngai Cho Fong 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trilogy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Young_adult_literature
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Science_fiction
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beth_Revis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Generation_ship
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2017 Conversations with Go 

 

Neale Donald 

Walsch 

Neal Donald Walsch was experiencing a low period in his life when he 

decided to write a letter to God, venting his frustrations. What he did 

not expect was a response. As he finished his letter, he was moved to 

continue writing - and out came extraordinary answers to his questions. 

This work presents the answers that Walsch received, helping him to 

change himself, his life and the way he viewed other beings. 

 

The book is suitable for those with an open mind, a limitless curiosity, 

and a sincere desire to seek the truth. If you are someone who likes 

thinking and is interested in questions about love and faith, life and 

death, good and evil, you will find the book extraordinary and inspiring. 

 

Miss Ngai Cho Fong 

2017 Dying to Be Me 

 

Anita Moorjani This New York Times best-seller is a must-read for anyone affected by 

cancer. It tells the story of Anita Moorjani, a stage 4 cancer survivor of 

Indian origin, who has lived in Hong Kong for more than 50 years.  

 

Her autobiography starts with an easy-to-read diary style narrative. 

Anita takes us through her childhood years in Hong Kong when 

became scared of Indian scriptures about karma at home and terrified 

of the Bible’s teachings of hell at school. Most humorous of all are her 

descriptions of being afraid of local customs about ancestors. Without 

any hint of judgement, she describes how living in between cultures, 

she was always left feeling guilty or fearful.  

Having got to know Anita, we are ready for her highly personal sharing 

Miss CAPEL Sarah 

Katharine Jean 
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of her near death experience, during which she had a major 

realization that God wanted her to love herself as well as her 

neighbours. After releasing her fears, she woke up to find that her 

cancer of four years had disappeared without a trace. Could this be a 

life-changing book? It’s up to you to decide. 

 

2017 It’s a Wonderful Word Albert Jack The Real Origins of Our Favourite Words, from Anorak to Zombie by 

Albert Jack 

 

This book is for anyone who not only wants to learn English but love 

English. What a Wonderful Word explores the history of some of the 

strangest words in the English language, from anorak to zombie.  

 

One example that you are sure to know is ‘quiz’. Apparently it is from 

1780s Dublin, Ireland where a theatre director made a bet that he 

could invent a word that had no meaning and make it become part of 

the English language. He went around Dublin writing the letters QUIZ 

on the walls and doors of the city with chalk. The word became the 

talk of the town as local newspapers tried to figure out the meaning 

of the letters. Before long, it became connected with finding answers 

to questions.  

 

The book is humorous with funny pictures which can help make you 

more curious about English vocabulary. Who knows, maybe you will 

Miss CAPEL Sarah 

Katharine Jean 
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invent a new word one day like ‘add oil’ which is known as ‘Hong Kong 

English’. 

2017 Moana The Junior 

Novelization 

 

Adapted by 

Suzanne 

Francis, 

Random House 

Moana is a ‘novelization’ of the newest computer animated Disney 

movie of the same name. It tells the tale of a brave and determined 

teenager who grows up on a Pacific Island called ‘Motunui’. She is the 

Chief’s daughter and it is her destiny to become the next leader of the 

Island. However, while she respects the traditions and customs of her 

people, she senses that something is missing and is drawn to the Ocean 

which gives her magical powers and a quest. Even though the main 

character is a girl, don’t worry boys because there are plenty of 

monsters and sharks as well as a cool demi-god who helps save 

Moanna’s life. 

 

Whether you are a spirited teenager constantly questioning old ways 

of doing things and seeking adventure, or an older soul pondering the 

meaning of life, then this book has something for you. Beautifully 

descriptive phrases and humorous dialogue bring the 200 minute film 

to life in an amazing 140 pages. A wonderful bed-time story sure to 

give you incredible dreams! 

Miss CAPEL Sarah 

Katharine Jean 

2017 NGK series  This NGK series offers many heart-warming but bizarre, surprising 

stories about animals that are hilarious and seriously talented.  These 

wacky gems are taken from real news stories on subjects you might 

expect to find in your local paper -- world news, sports, science, 

entertainment, food, travel, and more.  

Miss Yim Li Man 
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You won't stop laughing as you read these amazing and completely 

true stories of animal superstars, naughty animals, and animals with 

all kinds of charisma.  Filled with eye-popping photos, fast facts, and 

fascinating sidebars, you won't want to put this book down.  And 

you'll find that fact IS often stranger than fiction!! Go check it out ~~ 

and be amazed !! 

2018 Wonder 

 

by R. J. Palacio  A #1 New York Times Bestseller 

 A USA Today Bestseller 

 A Time Magazines 100 Best Young Adult Books of All Time 

Selection 

 A New York Times Review Notable Children’s Book 

 A Washington Post Best Kid’s Book 

 

 Don’t wonder (question) if Wonder is a wonderful book. After reading 

Wonder you will wonder (surprise) how wonderful the book is. 

Miss Lam Siu Yau 

 Mistakes that worked 

The World’s Familiar 

Inventions and How 

by Charlotte 

Foltz Jones   

Mistakes that worked is a fun-filled book with everyday items that had 

surprisingly usual tales. The coverage of the book is splendid, both 

informative and entertaining.  

Mr Lai Chi Yuen 
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They Came to be 

 

One impressive example is Cinderella’s glass slippers, in which the 

author Charles Perrault misspelt the word ‘fur’ in French to ‘glass’ and 

therefore Cinderella has had to wear glass slippers ever since. Other 

everyday examples include the making of cheese, coca cola, ice cream 

cone and potato chips. The author Charlotte Foltz Jones concludes 

intelligence is not to make no mistakes but quickly to see how to make 

them good. 

 The terrible Thing That 

Happened to Barnaby 

Brocket    

 

by John Boyne Unlike every ordinary child, to surprise his parents, Barnaby defies the 

law of gravity and floats. He can never keep his both feet on the ground. 

At the age of eight, Barnaby decides to leave home and start his magical 

journey. Then he embarks on people around the world. 

There is one line in the book which inspires readers the most ‘Just 

because your version of normal isn't the same as someone else's 

version doesn't mean that there's anything wrong with you’. 

Mr Lai Chi Yuen 

 Quiet Power Growing 

Up As An Introvert In a 

World that Can’t Stop 

Talking 

by Susan Cain Do you feel uneasy about talking to others?  Do you prefer staying 

alone as you will feel more comfortable?   

If your answers are yes, you are very likely an introvert and this book 

Quiet Power is certainly suitable for you.  Quiet Power helps you 

develop your immense talent as the writer points out how an introvert 

leads a successful life.   

Being quiet is never a fault. Even a quiet person can become an 

outstanding leader since he or she can be a good listener who cares for 

Mr Lai Chung Hau 
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others. The book brings out the Quiet Power that we may have 

neglected.   

Try to read this book and understand more about how an introvert can 

change the world! 

 Calvin and Hobbes 

Series Volume 1 and 

Volume 2 

 

 

by Bill 

Watterson 

Calvin is a primary school boy who has his own world.  

Calvin’s best friend, Hobbes, is a tiger who is always by his side as  

he explores the world and gets into trouble. The comic “Calvin and  

Hobbes” brings you into the imaginative world of this 6-year-old who is 

too busy for homework, school and parents 

Mr Tong Yee Nok 

Enoch 

 Speak with Power and 

Confidence 

by Patrick 

Collins 

If you have ever left individual presentation thinking “It could have gone 

better,” or “The next time I’ll rather say….” Then, you really need this 

book, ”Speak with Power and Confidence” which can help you get your 

Miss Hou Nim Hang 
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audience back. 

 

This book is divided into three major parts:  

Part One: Maximizing your personal communicative power 

Part Two: Preparing and delivering powerful speeches and 

presentations 

Part Three: Surefire strategies for special situations 

You can definitely gain the lifelong learning skills from this book as it 

involves the skills not only useful for present but also for your future 

studies and careers, like how to conduct an interview, how to handle 

crisis communications, etc. 

 

For secondary school students, you will find there are many effective 

ways to help you brush up your presentation skills. You will learn how 

to: Conquer anxiety about public speaking and Grab your listeners’ 

attention with your very first words. 

 

All these skills can assist you to conduct a more satisfactory individual 

presentation especially for senior form students who are doing your 

SBA. This book can guide you how to structure a smooth SBA speech. 

Hope you find this book as your lifelong friend. 

 A wrinkle in Time by Madeleine 

L’engle 

A Wrinkle in Time is the story of Meg Murry, a high-school-aged girl  

who is transported on an adventure through time and space with her 

younger brother 

Miss Fung Hiu Ling 

Heleen 
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Charles Wallace and her friend Calvin O'Keefe to rescue her father, a 

gifted scientist,  

from the evil forces that hold him prisoner on another planet.  

 

At the beginning of the book, Meg is a homely, awkward, but loving girl, 

troubled by personal insecurities and her concern for her father, who 

has been missing for over a year. The plot begins with the arrival of Mrs. 

Whatsit at the Murry house on a dark and stormy evening. Although 

she looks like an eccentric tramp, she is actually a celestial creature with 

the ability to read Meg's thoughts. She startles Meg's mother by 

reassuring her of the existence of a tesseract--a sort of "wrinkle" in 

space and time. It is through this wrinkle that Meg and her companions 

will travel through the fifth dimension in search of Mr. Murry. 

 

Do you think Meg can rescue Meg’s father? 

 Star Reads S4: The 

Magic Brush 

 

by Enid Blyton Enid Blyton was a prolific author who knew how to write remarkable 

bedtime stories.  Over 40 years she has written almost 800 books and 

many of them are popular among children and adults. In this book, 

there are many charming and memorable short stories, especially 

The Magic Brush, Susie and her Shadow, Ellen's Adventure and The 

Disappearing Hats. 

For those of you who would like to know how Wizard Twinkle's magic 

brush turning on Dame Lazybones, then don’t miss this book as it takes 

you to many fantastic adventures and hopefully it becomes one of your 

Miss Kowk Lai Kwan 
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collections of perfect tales. 

2019 The House with a Clock 

and its Walls 

 

by John 

Bellairs 

Lewis is an orphan and he moves to a town in Michigan to live 

with his mysterious uncle Johnathan. To surprise Lewis, Uncle 

Jonathon and his neighbor Florence, a powerful good witch 

hides a secret about the black magic which could end the world. 

In Jonathan’s house, there is a clock created by a couple which 

permits the villains to destroy the world with the black magic. 

 

In the story, Lewis at the same time tries to win his friend Tarby 

back but unluckily his act releases the couple from the tomb. 

There are still an escalating series of encounters on Lewis. Lewis 

lastly summons up his courage and prevent the couple from 

destroying the world. 

 

The book is surely a page turner to avid readers of Harry Potter 

series. 

Mr Lai Chi Yuen 

 Out of the Maze  by Dr Spencer 

Johnson 

A choice of non-fiction is also available. Dr Spencer Johnson, the writer 

of Who Moved My Cheese, shares a simple story that offers profound 

truths about how to transform your life. 

 

In the story, the cheese that they loved disappeared suddenly and they 

reacted differently. Haw learn how to deal with that change successfully 

by looking for a new piece of cheese. But Hem remained stuck where 

he was. 

Mr Lai Chi Yuen 
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In Out of the Maze, Hem did next and his experience help every reader 

unlock the riddle of how we face ourselves in the mazes. Spencer also 

introduces a friend to Hem. He is Hope. It is actually to tell every reader 

how to get more of life. That is to think outside the box. 

 It’s your Universe You 

have the power to make 

it happen 

 

by Ashley 

Eckstein 

The author of this book, Ashley Eckstein, is a big fan of all things Disney 

and Star Wars. She’s also a believer in making the impossible, possible. 

In IT'S YOUR UNIVERSE, Ashley shares her own life lessons, with lots of 

quotes from well-known Disney characters, as a way to inspire readers 

to create big dreams and work to make them a reality.  

Of course real life is never as easy as making a wish and Ashley openly 

and honestly shares her struggles, mistakes, and successes. She does 

not give up when plans don’t work out. And she highlights the advice 

and lessons that helped her find focus and finally made her dreams 

come true. 

 

Ashley speaks from her heart and has proven herself to be the real deal. 

Readers will know that her words are genuine. Her energy and passion 

jump off the page and her enthusiasm is infectious. Throughout the 

book you’ll find helpful advice on things you can do every day to keep 

motivated. It’s a very inspirational book based on hard work and 

perseverance. 

Miss Yim Lai Man 

 The Wild Robot by Peter 

Brown 

Roz looks around and she discovers that she is on a wild island, 

completely alone. She has no idea but she knows one thing for sure – 

Miss Kwan Tsz Wun 
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she needs to survive.  

 

Roz explores the island and meets lots of animals. Sadly, everyone is 

scared by this weird looking creature. Roz wanders around. And by 

accident, she becomes a mother to an orphaned gosling. In order to 

take care of it, Roz needs to learn to be a mother, and most importantly, 

she needs to earn the trust of the animals so they can teach and help 

her to take care of her young.  

 

Just when Roz has become friends with all the island animals, she also 

starts to wonder what she is actually made for. And one day, three 

robots armed with deadly weapons land on the island. They have 

received an order to find Roz and bring her back. 

 Can you survive an 

earthquake? 

 

By Rachael 

Hanel 

In this series of "You Choose Books", you can experiment with different 

life paths and different adventures. One of the books is called "Can you 

survive an earthquake?". You are one of the book characters who are 

experiencing an earthquake. What should you do? Should you stay 

home? Or should you drive to the shelter?  

 

Follow the instructions at the bottom of each page, make your choice 

and turn to the correct page number. Different choices lead you to 

different endings. You are given 42 different choices and 21 endings. 

Make use of your knowledge and see if you can survive an earthquake! 

You can also check out other You Choose Books in the book fair. Let's 

Miss Fok Hiu Tung 
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compete with friends and see who can survive till the end! 

 Making YouTube Videos, 

Star in Your Own Videos 

 

by Nick 

Willoughby 

Making YouTube Videos, Star in Your Own Videos is jammed full of 

helpful tips, like what equipment to use, video genres, how to film, 

editing and more. Video genres include gaming or let’s plays, how to 

tutorials, product reviews and Vlogs. If you are not familiar with a 

particular genre, you can’t make the video interesting.  

 

The book also suggests equipment for filming, audio recording and 

lighting. It even teaches us what equipment to use, and the techniques 

for using them. Good video quality, audio and lighting are crucial to 

making a good video. 

 

An interesting video sure is the way to popularity. If you want to have 

good audio quality on a windy day, you’re advised to hold a boom 

beneath the camera to reduce wind sounds. 

Mr Chan Kim Wai 

 Birthday Girl 

 

by Murakami The story starts with a 20-year-old girl and her birthday wish. One a 

rainy night in an Italian restaurant in Tokyo. That night the manager to 

deliver a chicken dinner to the owner of the restaurant. The owner 

offers her a wish and she makes a wish before she leaves. Then the girl 

goes on with her life and get married later with a happy family. What is 

the wish and has it really affected the fate of the girl? Read the book 

and see if you can find out the wish of the girl. 

Miss Lam Siu Yau 

 Hong Kong History Girl by Jane Houng Hong Kong History Girl is definitely a page turner, in which Jasmine, a Mr Lai Chi Yuen 
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teen girl is progressing her history project. She rides on a capsule in the 

Ferris Wheel with Gramps. The crewman takes them to different parts 

of Hong Kong such as Cheung Po Tsai’s Cave, The Lam Tsuen Wishing 

Tree, The Blue house and you name it!  

 

The story goes on in a fictional way and Jasmine receives a mysterious 

letter after paying a visit to a destination. It is not typically a resource 

book about Hong Kong history but the stories recount the relationship 

between the girl and her grandpa.  

 

In the end, the writer suggests the readers to guess the secret message 

hidden in Jasmine’s magical adventure with the mysterious letters. Let’s 

have a go to this adventure with the Hong Kong History Girl. 

 Fantastic Beasts and 

Where to Find Them 

Fantastic Beasts: The 

Crimes of Grindelwald 

The Original Screenplay 

 

by J.K. Rowling You might be familiar with the world of Harry Potter, a world of magic 

and sorcery. You might also have read the books and watched the 

movies but have you read the movie before? 

A screenplay is the script of a movie with character dialogues, 

descriptions, movements, and even camera angles. It gives you all the 

information you will need to film a movie of your own. If you are 

interested in becoming an actor or a film director one day, this is the 

book for you! If you are a Harry Potter fan, you should pick it up. You 

will be introduced to characters and events that were so impactful that 

they shaped the world Harry will later explore. 

Mr Tong Yee Nok 

Enoch 

 


